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Note: Figures presented in this publication may not always add up precisely to totals shown, due to
rounding. While all numbers are calculated from raw data, minor discrepancies can occur as results
are rounded to the nearest whole value. This standard practice ensures clarity and readability but may
cause subtotals and percentages to differ slightly from aggregate figures.

Beyond Fossil Fuels in cooperation with Algorithm Watch, Algorithm Watch CH
(Switzerland), Friends of the Earth Ireland, TuNubeSecaMiRio, Global Action Plan and
the Green Web Foundation, commissioned a polling about citizen views on data
centre impacts on energy, water and economy. The polling was conducted by Savanta
in Germany, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
The respondents were formed of nationally representative samples in five European
countries: Ireland (1001), the United Kingdom (1001), Spain (1022), Germany
(1002) and Switzerland (1006). A total of 5032 individuals participated in the survey,
all aged +18, 51% women, 49% men. 

A staggering majority of those surveyed in this polling conducted in five European
countries does not want new data centres (DCs) to slow down the energy transition,
drain water resources and raise costs for electricity consumers, and is very
concerned about rising energy consumption from DCs.

The outcome of the polling is a wake up call for policymakers in Europe, with 72%
(slide n.37) of respondents supporting a measure that would only allow new data
centres to be constructed if new renewable energy generation is established in order
to power them. In addition, 73% (slide n.45) think governments should put specific
criteria in place to decide on energy distribution, in other words how priority access
to electricity for different sectors and uses is determined.
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Thinking about the construction of new and bigger data
centres over the next 10 years, to what extent do you
agree or disagree with the following statements? 

When asked to prioritise energy access across nine sectors in the event of energy or water
shortages, respondents consistently ranked data centres at the bottom. Public services
including healthcare, housing, and food were seen as far more important.
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Only 4% of people listed data centres as a first priority in the event of energy shortages
(slide n.47), and only 3% listed them as first priority in the event of water shortages.
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Respondents are worried about data centres having a detrimental impact on water access
covering personal water supply (69%) to local ecosystems (75%). Respondents want new
data centres to be powered with renewable energy (76%) (slide n.38), they also feel that
sectors which need increased access to renewable energy to electrify and reduce their
emissions (such as transport and buildings), should have priority access over industries
that are not using the energy directly for decarbonisation (54%). 
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Priority for other industries: 54% agree that industries that are electrifying and
therefore have increased demand for power to help them decarbonise should receive
priority access compared to those that are not using electricity to decarbonise (like
data centres). Opposition is minimal, with only 8% disagreeing, a consistently small
minority across countries.

KEY FINDINGS:
Energy
Respondents do not want data centres to lead to more fossil fuels and express
strong support for renewable energy powering new DCs: the majority across all
markets and demographics support ensuring new data centres use renewable energy
sources; 64% disagree with allowing fossil-fuel-powered centres; 72% back policies
requiring new renewables in new data centres.

SUMMARY OF DATA CENTRE POLLING IN EUROPE, OCTOBER 2025. 06



Water

Strong concerns about data centre water demand. Most people (69%) are
concerned about data centres impacting their own water supply. Even more people
(75%) are concerned about data centres impacting water supply of their surrounding
ecosystem, and the majority (72%) are concerned that data centres’ water demand
could affect the supply of water for local industries. 

Thinking about the construction of new data
centres, to what extent do you agree or
disagree with the following statements?

Call for government action: 73% want governments to set clear criteria for how
energy is distributed, indicating strong appetite for policy-led solutions to achieve fair
energy access.

SUMMARY OF DATA CENTRE POLLING IN EUROPE, OCTOBER 2025. 07



Data centres deprioritised: Data centres are consistently ranked lowest for priority
access to power during periods of energy shortage (Slide n.47).
Public services take clear priority over data centres during energy and water
shortages: Public health is the clear top priority for energy supply in the event of a
shortage, ahead of all other sectors. Agriculture and housing follow: agriculture and
residential energy needs are frequently ranked in respondents’ top three priorities,
further underscoring socially-focused attitudes. 

Overall, public services are ranked highest for energy distribution, showing strong
support for protecting essential services over commercial interests.

Lowest priority for ‘highest bidder’: Paying more is seen as least relevant for
determining priority access to energy, respondents do not want energy access
awarded on purely financial grounds.

Prioritisation
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Costs

Thinking about how investment into the energy
grid is funded, to what extent do you agree or

disagree with the following statements:

Data centres must contribute more than households to energy grid costs. The
majority of people (83%) agreed that data centres should pay more than households
towards the investments needed in the energy grid.

Data centres must contribute through taxes or higher tariffs. The vast majority of
respondents (83%) favoured some kind of financial contribution from data centres, of
which 64% thought it should be through taxes on energy use or on profits, or higher
tariffs. Very few (7%) thought that data centre contributions should be voluntary.  
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Transparency

Transparency demanded: The vast majority of respondents demand higher
transparency standards from data centres – 85% want them to disclose their
environmental impacts, 83% their energy usage, and 83% their energy sourcing.
Additionally, 56% want transparency over data centres’ clients.

Corporate disclosure backed: Nearly four in five agree that tech companies should
reveal which data centres they are leasing (77%), and for which services they use
(78%), with scant opposition or uncertainty.
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