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Note: Figures presented in this publication may not always add up precisely to totals shown, due to
rounding. While all numbers are calculated from raw data, minor discrepancies can occur as results
are rounded to the nearest whole value. This standard practice ensures clarity and readability but may
cause subtotals and percentages to differ slightly from aggregate figures.

Beyond Fossil Fuels in cooperation with Algorithm Watch, Algorithm Watch CH
(Switzerland), Friends of the Earth Ireland, TuNubeSecaMiRio, Global Action Plan and
the Green Web Foundation, commissioned a polling about citizen views on data
centre impacts on energy, water and economy. The polling was conducted by Savanta
in Germany, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

The respondents were formed of nationally representative samples in five European
countries: Ireland (1001), the United Kingdom (1001), Spain (1022), Germany
(1002) and Switzerland (1006). A total of 5032 individuals participated in the survey,
all aged +18, 51% women, 49% men.

A staggering majority of those surveyed in this polling conducted in five European
countries does not want new data centres (DCs) to slow down the energy transition,
drain water resources and raise costs for electricity consumers, and is very
concerned about rising energy consumption from DCs.

The outcome of the polling is a wake up call for policymakers in Europe, with 72%
(slide n.37) of respondents supporting a measure that would only allow new data
centres to be constructed if new renewable energy generation is established in order
to power them. In addition, 73% (slide n.45) think governments should put specific
criteria in place to decide on energy distribution, in other words how priority access
to electricity for different sectors and uses is determined.
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Thi nki ng about the construction of new and bi gger data
centres over the next 10 years, to what extent do you
agree or disagree wth the foll ow ng statenents?

New data centres should not be constructed if
they will be powered by fossil fuels

New data centres should only be constructed if
they will be powered by renewable energy 40% 11% 5% 8%
sources

New data centres should be constructed if they
will be powered by fossil fuels

18% 34%

Potential energy sources are irrelevant when I 15%

constructing new data centres

m Strongly agree Agree Disagree m Strongly disagree Don't know

When asked to prioritise energy access across nine sectors in the event of energy or water
shortages, respondents consistently ranked data centres at the bottom. Public services
including healthcare, housing, and food were seen as far more important.
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Only 4% of people listed data centres as a first priority in the event of energy shortages
(slide n.47), and only 3% listed them as first priority in the event of water shortages.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the government
should put specific criteria in place to determine energy
distribution?

Strongly agree 25%

|

NET Agree: 73%

48%

i

Disagree ‘ 1%

] NET Disagree: 14%
Strongly disagree l 3%
Don't know

In the event of an energy shortage, which of the following
sectors should be prioritised when distributing this limited
energy?

Top priority m 2nd/3rd
Public healthcare services 39%
Agriculture / Food supply 16%
Housing / Residential | 12%

National defence |7% 17%

General building infrastructure (e.g. heating

0, L
and air conditioning) S%NI8%

Public educational and research institutions 3%  17%

Transport 3% 14%

Manufacturing 3% 11%

Data centres 4% 8%
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Respondents are worried about data centres having a detrimental impact on water access
covering personal water supply (69%) to local ecosystems (75%). Respondents want new
data centres to be powered with renewable energy (76%) (slide n.38), they also feel that
sectors which need increased access to renewable energy to electrify and reduce their
emissions (such as transport and buildings), should have priority access over industries
that are not using the energy directly for decarbonisation (54%).

New data centres should only be constructed if
they will be powered by renewable energy
sources:

NET: Agree Don't know NET: Disagree

76% 8% 16%

86% 6% 9%

78% 10% 12%
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Respondents do not want data centres to lead to more fossil fuels and express
strong support for renewable energy powering new DCs: the majority across all
markets and demographics support ensuring new data centres use renewable energy
sources; 64% disagree with allowing fossil-fuel-powered centres; 72% back policies
requiring new renewables in new data centres.

To what extent would you support or oppose a
measure that would only allow new data
centres to be constructed if new renewable
energy sources are created in order to power
them?

Support Don't know  Oppose

72% gk

Priority for other industries: 54% agree that industries that are electrifying and
therefore have increased demand for power to help them decarbonise should receive
priority access compared to those that are not using electricity to decarbonise (like
data centres). Opposition is minimal, with only 8% disagreeing, a consistently small
minority across countries.
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Call for government action: 73% want governments to set clear criteria for how
energy is distributed, indicating strong appetite for policy-led solutions to achieve fair
energy access.

WAt er

Strong concerns about data centre water demand. Most people (69%) are
concerned about data centres impacting their own water supply. Even more people
(75%) are concerned about data centres impacting water supply of their surrounding
ecosystem, and the majority (72%) are concerned that data centres’ water demand
could affect the supply of water for local industries.

Thi nki ng about the construction of new data
centres, to what extent do you agree or
di sagree with the foll ow ng statenents?

| would be concerned that the water demand they use would affect the 45% 14%
surrounding ecosystem

NET: agree — 75%

I would be concerned that the water demand they use would affect the water 7% 15% 8%
supply needs of other local industries

NET: agree — 72%

| would be concerned that the water demand they use would affect my water 2% 18%
supply needs

NET: agree - 69%

NET: agree - 26%

| would not be concerned about the water demand they use

= Strongly agree Agree Disagree  m Strongly disagree Don't know
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Data centres deprioritised: Data centres are consistently ranked lowest for priority
access to power during periods of energy shortage (Slide n.47).

Public services take clear priority over data centres during energy and water
shortages: Public health is the clear top priority for energy supply in the event of a
shortage, ahead of all other sectors. Agriculture and housing follow: agriculture and
residential energy needs are frequently ranked in respondents’ top three priorities,
further underscoring socially-focused attitudes.

Overall, public services are ranked highest for energy distribution, showing strong
support for protecting essential services over commercial interests.

Lowest priority for ‘highest bidder’: Paying more is seen as least relevant for
determining priority access to energy, respondents do not want energy access
awarded on purely financial grounds.
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Cost s

Data centres must contribute more than households to energy grid costs. The
majority of people (83%) agreed that data centres should pay more than households
towards the investments needed in the energy grid.

Thi nki ng about how i nvestnment into the energy
grid is funded, to what extent do you agree or
di sagree with the follow ng statenents:

Data centres should financially contribute more
to investment in the energy grid than households
and small businesses

41% 7% 7%

All major energy users should financially
contribute more to investment in the energy grid
than consumers

45% 8% 7%

Government is the only one who should provide

the investment in the energy grid & L 10z,

m Strongly agree Agree Disagree m Strongly disagree Don't know

Data centres must contribute through taxes or higher tariffs. The vast majority of
respondents (83%) favoured some kind of financial contribution from data centres, of
which 64% thought it should be through taxes on energy use or on profits, or higher
tariffs. Very few (7%) thought that data centre contributions should be voluntary.
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Transpar ency

Transparency demanded: The vast majority of respondents demand higher
transparency standards from data centres — 85% want them to disclose their
environmental impacts, 83% their energy usage, and 83% their energy sourcing.
Additionally, 56% want transparency over data centres’ clients.

Corporate disclosure backed: Nearly four in five agree that tech companies should
reveal which data centres they are leasing (77%), and for which services they use

(78%), with scant opposition or uncertainty.

They should be required to disclose
snvironmental impact assessments (e.g. impact
data on local communities)

They should be required to disclose verifiable
data about what energy sources are used to
power their sites

They should be required to disclose verifiable
data about their total energy usage and future
projections

They should be required to disclose who their 32%
clients are

m Strongly agree Agree Disagree  m Strongly disagree

40% 7%I5%
40% 8% IG%
40% 8%.{5%

23% . 11%

Don't know
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https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/ai-continent_en
https://beyondfossilfuels.org/2025/02/06/system-overload-how-new-data-centres-could-throw-europes-energy-transition-off-course
https://beyondfossilfuels.org/2025/02/06/system-overload-how-new-data-centres-could-throw-europes-energy-transition-off-course
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/20/technology/ai-data-center-backlash-mexico-ireland.html?unlocked_article_code=1.u08.Rpye.JahPrB_r47Ht&amp;smid=nytcore-ios-share&amp;referringSource=articleShare
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/jun/27/google-emissions-ai-electricity-demand-derail-efforts-green
https://techcrunch.com/2025/08/21/gas-power-plants-approved-for-metas-10b-data-center-and-not-everyone-is-happy/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/digital-realty-to-deploy-gas-power-plant-for-data-center-in-dublin-ireland/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/cyrusone-eon-partner-on-61mw-onsite-power-system-for-frankfurt-data-center/
https://www.ft.com/content/75407616-1328-4ab8-9d81-a9dc18de920d
https://www.worldenergynews.gr/energeia/articles/570123/dei-aitisi-ston-desfa-gia-desmefsi-fysikoy-aeriou-se-ptoleimaida-kai-agio-dimitrio-ti-simatodotei-gia-tin-metatropi
https://www.mobileeurope.co.uk/energy-chief-milan-to-increase-data-centres-tenfold/
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